Pelvic inflammatory disease complicated by massive helminthic hyperinfection.
Strongyloidiasis is a potentially life-threatening condition which, when appropriately diagnosed early in its course, is easily eradicated. When severe, it may mimic other disease processes including appendicitis or severe pelvic inflammatory disease. The diagnosis of parasitic infestation should be considered in any individual who has lived in an endemic area and presents with diarrhea regardless of attendant conditions and superimposed disease processes. A minimum workup consisting of stool examination for ova and parasites should be performed on all such individuals. Thiabendazol is the treatment of choice in nonpregnant patients; however, piperazine tartrate has established safety and efficacy in pregnancy and is therefore preferable in the pregnant patient.